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ART INSTITUTE, MUSEUM CO-PRESENT 
EXHIBITION OF ANSEL ADAMS PHOTOGRAPHY 


The largest single holding of Ansel Adams’s final vision on view May 20 — August 19 
Cleveland, Ohio — An exhibition of 117 images by the iconic photographer Ansel Adams (1902- 
1984) will be on view in The Cleveland Institute of Art’s Reinberger Galleries, 11141 East 
Boulevard, Cleveland, from May 20 until August 19. “Ansel Adams: A Legacy” is a co- 


presentation with the Cleveland Museum of Art. 


The prints, which represent a superb survey of Adams’ 60-year career, were selected by the 
photographer to showcase his achievements. They are on loan to the Cleveland Museum of Art 
from the collection of Lynn and Tom Meredith of Austin, Texas. Co-curators of the exhibition 
are Tom Hinson, the Museum ’s curator of photography, and Bruce Checefsy, director of the 


Institute’s Reinberger Galleries. 


Adam’s familiar landscape pictures are well represented, especially those of Yosemite National 
Park, a lifelong source of inspiration for the artist. However, Adams wanted to be recognized for 
the breadth of his subject matter, not exclusively his sweeping landscapes, so the exhibition also 
presents intimate texture studies, architectural views and charming portraits marked by a keen 


sensitivity to the subject’s mood, body language, and location. 


‘These photographs constitute the largest single holding of Adams’ final vision, made by the 
photographer primarily between the 1960s and the early 1980s, shortly before his death,” noted 
Hinson. “They share the strong contrast and large size that Adams preferred during those years, 


frequently avoiding the middle tones that he admired earlier in his career.” 


--more-- 


Adams made a lasting mark on the way photography is considered, experienced, practiced, and 
studied. “He was a pioneering advocate for artistic photography, championing the medium’s 
capacity for personal expression over its basic ability to record reality,” said Hinson. Equally 
passionate about the environment, Adams worked with the Sierra Club throughout his life to 


preserve parklands. 


The photographs in “A Legacy” were originally given by Adams to Friends of Photography, one 
of several organizations he helped to organize in order to promote fine art photography. 

Founded in 1967 in the living room of Adams’s home in Carmel, California, the small group of 
friends soon grew to one of the world’s largest associations for both practitioners and devotees of 


the medium before its dissolution in 2001. 


Tom Meredith was searching for photographs by Adams for a 30th anniversary gift for his wife 
when he learned of the availability of this collection, which at the time was stored in a San 
Francisco warehouse, soon to be shipped off to auction. Following the practice of Friends of 
Photography, the Merediths have continued to make this great archive available to the general 


public. 


Special hours for the Reinberger Gallery, in the Institute’s Gund Building, are Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 a.m. 


— 9:00 p.m.; closed Mondays. For further information, call 216-421-7407. 
HHH 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America's leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection 
is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international 
forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio 
Arts Council, made available through state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence 
and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, 
services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


The Cleveland Institute of Art is an independent college of art and design committed to leadership and vision 
in all forms of visual arts education. It is dedicated to an enduring contribution to education, research and 
service, and extends its programs to the public through gallery exhibits, lectures, outreach and The Cleveland 
Institute of Art Cinematheque, an art and independent film program. The Cleveland Institute of Art....Making 
Art Work. www.cia.edu 


